
9. Does it matter that testing is being aligned with the Common Core? 

Since March 2009, Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has stressed the need for a new kind of 

assessment test to “set a consistent, high bar for success nationwide.”
1
 And indeed, states have 

flattened proficiency standards over the past 10 years attempting to fulfill the steep proficiency 

requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act. Analysts at the Fordham Institute observed that 

students can get fewer than 50% of items correct and score “proficient.”
2
 This has spurred the 

federal government to fund a set of nationalized tests that measure student progress through 

open-ended and research-based questions.
3
 Forty-two states are committed to administer these 

tests beginning in the fall of 2014. 

After the states applied for Race to the Top grants and promised to implement common academic 

standards and assessments, Secretary Duncan announced that consortia of states boasting at least 

15 members could receive part of $362 million to craft standardized assessments based on the 

Common Core.
4
 To be considered, applicants had to submit assurances from each state in their 

consortium that they would: 

1. adopt a common set of college- and career-ready standards “substantially identical across 

all States in a consortium” by December 31, 2011, and implement the standards by the 

2014–15 school year;  

2. administer the new assessments beginning in the 2014–15 school year; and 

3. collect student achievement and growth data that “will be available on an ongoing basis 

for research, including for prospective linking . . . that can be used to determine whether 

individual students are college- and career-ready.”
5
 

Two consortia—the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers with 26 

member states and the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium with 31 member states—

received $170 million and $160 million respectively from the Department of Education. Just as it 

had done with the Race to the Top Competition for individual states, the federal government 

successfully bound 45 states to the Common Core, nearly identical national assessments, and 
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newly expanded data systems.
6
 Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Indiana, Oklahoma, and 

Utah have since withdrawn from their respective consortia, but each of these states is still 

committed to administering standardized tests aligned to the Common Core.
7
 Kentucky and New 

York have developed their own assessment tests that align with the Common Core.
8
 

Secretary Duncan has persistently emphasized that the new tests are “designed and developed by 

the States,” but the Department of Education quietly asserted even more authority over the 

assessments in March 2013 when it established a technical review board. The board has been 

charged with analyzing the consortia’s adherence to the Race to the Top requirements and 

“identifying how we [the Department of Education] can better partner with the consortia during 

this critical development phase.”
9
 

The Department of Education’s continued emphasis on comparing students across state lines is 

clearly aimed at implementing a scheme of national standardized testing controlled, at least in a 

de facto fashion, by the federal government. In 2011, the National Governors Association offered 

national testing as a goal by encouraging “Governors and other state leaders [to] keep pressure 

on the two assessment consortia to build assessment systems that will allow comparability across 
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states regardless of which consortia a state has joined.”
10

 Mandatory national testing would be 

detrimental to parental rights and educational freedom. 

For information on the aligning of the SAT, the ACT, the GED, and the Iowa Test of Basic 

Skills to the Common Core, please see Topic Paper 7, “Will the Common Core impact 

homeschools and private schools?” 
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